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STATE SOLICITOR — NICHOLAS EGAN — PUBLIC SERVICE MEDAL 
Statement by Attorney General 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Attorney General) [9.17 am]: I rise to inform the house of the immensely valuable 
contribution of Western Australia’s State Solicitor, Mr Nicholas Egan, which has been recognised nationally. 
Earlier this year while the Parliament was in recess, the State Solicitor was one of the three Western Australian 
recipients of the Public Service Medal. This prestigious award recognises outstanding service by employees of 
federal, state or local governments who have displayed innovation, leadership or achievement. This perfectly 
describes the State Solicitor, whose career to date has reflected a longstanding dedication to legal advocacy, public 
service and civic responsibility. 
The State Solicitor first joined the Western Australian State Solicitor’s Office in 2005, rising to lead what is 
effectively this jurisdiction’s biggest law firm. He achieved this after 12 years. Throughout his time as State Solicitor, 
he has provided outstanding legal assistance on a range of complex matters, with his advice consistently proving 
to be invaluable to the Western Australian government. The achievements and highlights of the State Solicitor’s 
professional career are too many to name. However, I do wish to make mention of his tireless work during the past 
year and pivotal role in providing advice on the various issues raised by the COVID-19 pandemic. This advice has 
been integral in the state government’s response to the pandemic, which has kept our community safe. 
In addition, the State Solicitor has been crucial to both the successful defence of Clive Palmer’s High Court border 
challenge, which will come before the High Court again on 21 June, and the development of urgent legislation, which 
passed the Parliament last year, to defend Western Australia from Mr Palmer’s $30 billion claim against the state. 
These achievements have protected our community and are ones that all Western Australians can be proud of. 
It is my privilege to congratulate the State Solicitor on this well-deserved recognition, and I sincerely thank him 
for his years of service and dedication to the people of Western Australia. 
If I could go off script for one moment, at a personal level, I want to extend my personal thanks to Mr Egan for 
the sage advice he has given over these last four years, which has enabled me in no small measure to discharge my 
functions as the Attorney General of Western Australia. 
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